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UNA-USA Southern New York State Division Video Contest
The United Nations Turns 70: Why is it important?
GUIDELINES
The United Nations turns 70 in 2015.  The world is faced with many challenges, including: disease outbreaks, climate change, environmental degradation, regional conflicts and security needs, refugee crises, human rights abuses, and a need for women’s equal rights and opportunities. People all over the world face poverty and lack of access to basic resources such as shelter, food, energy and water and sanitation. 
High school and middle school students (Grades 6-12) are invited to create videos that aim to illustrate any of these topics. 
Choose one area where the United Nations is very important to the world and show in your video examples of the work of the United Nations and how citizens, especially young people, can make a contribution to that important work.    
Participants may work alone or with a production team; only one prize will be awarded per video.  We will select six individual winners: 
High School – First, second and third place

Middle School – First, second and third place

High School – one group winner

Middle School – one group winner.

Each first place winner will receive the grand prize of a private tour of the United Nations Headquarters in New York City.  All winners will receive their awards at a UNA Southern New York State Dinner or Chapter event.  Winners will receive a gift of $250 for 1st place, $150 for 2nd place and $75 for 3rd place.   The two group winners will receive $200.
Arrangements will be made to invite all winners to Division or Chapter events where they will receive their prizes.  Winners will have their videos linked on the UNA Southern New York State Division website.  All entrants will receive a certificate of participation.
Find some resources in this website:  www.action15.org and on the websites of the United Nations and its agencies.
You can learn more by researching the meetings described below.

In 2015, the United Nations will sponsor important negotiations on some of these issues among all the nations of the world. 

· Heads of state will meet in New York in September to adopt the Sustainable Development Goals for 2016-2030 

· In December governments will meet in Paris to negotiate a universal agreement on climate that will apply to all nations (Framework Convention on Climate Change 

Other meetings include:

· The Committee on the Rights of the Child (68th session, January)

· The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (60th session, February/March) 

· Commission on the Status of Women (59th session, March)

· On-going meetings of the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Peacebuilding Commission and many more. 

Eligibility:  Students who live or go to school in the five boroughs of New York City and the following counties are eligible:   Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Nassau, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Suffolk, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester.

Specifications:
· Participants will create and post their videos to YouTube on or before April 10, 2015.  You Tube directions are provided at the end of these guidelines.
· We will contact all participants on or about April 25th regarding prize winners.
· Before awarding a prize, we require documentation that the winner is enrolled in middle school or high school in the Boroughs or Counties above.

· Decisions of the judges are final.
Participation Requirements:

· One (1) entry allowed per competitor or leader of a production team or group.    
· Participant must be a middle school or high school student. 
· Duration of video must be no less than 2 minutes and no longer than 5 minutes (including credits if included in the video itself).

· Videos will be judged based on creativity (25%), relation to United Nations values (30%), content (25%), and technical aspects (20%).
· Video may be the student’s choice – an original mock news broadcast or talk show; documentary; play; commercial; or other video form addressing the topic. Be creative! 
· Videos containing inappropriate content will be disqualified. 

· Video must include credits for all participants, locations, music, and/or student production team with appropriate and accurate titles and spelling. These may be part of the video or posted in the Description Box of the video on YouTube.  If part of the video, be sure credits are presented in a font large enough to be easily read and running at a speed slow enough to be easily viewed at the end of the video.

·  Student is responsible to obtain required copyright-and-release forms for video participants, locations and music.  Mail in all signed authorization forms with other video entry materials (See the Checklist of Materials document). (Copyright-and-release-forms used by your school or filmed locations, etc. are also acceptable.)
·  Signed authorization is required from each identifiable person whose voice is heard or image filmed, including still shots and photographs of individuals. (Images of individuals not clearly recognizable, such as those moving on a crowded sidewalk, individuals standing off in the distance, etc., do not require a signed release form.)  
· Consent forms must be provided.

· All pictures, documents, or music obtained online or copied from print must be open source, in the public domain, or have letters of permission from the copyright holders.  Permission is not required for UN photos, but proper credit must be given.   Avoid plagiarism and copyright violations! Be original!
· Each participant should save and keep a personal copy of the submitted video. The student should also keep photocopies of copyright-and-release authorization forms.

· We retain the right to disqualify participants for any behavior we deem to be misleading, fraudulent, offensive, or in violation of contest rules.

Uploading a Video to YouTube.com
Video must be submitted by YouTube video upload on or before April 10. Use your existing YouTube account or create an account, if you do not have one. (Instructions on how to create an account and upload a video are found at: http://www.google.com/support/youtube/bin/answer.py?hl=en-GB&answer=157177.)

Upload the competition video to your YouTube account.

Title: UNA-SNY Video Contest:  _______________________________ (name of your video)
Description: Leave blank if you are adding credits to the video.  Otherwise, place credits in the description box.
Tags: Leave blank.

Category: Leave blank.

Privacy: Check "Unlisted."

After you have uploaded your video, review it all the way through to be certain that it views and plays well. If it has problems, review instructions at: http://www.google.com/support/youtube/bin/topic.py?topic=16547, make adjustments, and reload.

Submitting Contest Materials

Prepare an email to send to videocontest@unasouthernny.org  and:

· The subject line should read  The UN Turns 70: _________________ (title of your video) 
· In the body of the email, copy-and-paste your video's YouTube link (the URL address found under Sharing Options in the URL box) and add your name. 
· Attached to the email please include 
· Your application 
· Photo/ audio-visual/ copyright release forms
· Consent form.  [But see the details on that form regarding teacher, fax and mail options.]
· Send the email.  (Note: forms may be mailed if necessary.)

Note: We reserve the right to give no awards if research and presentations are not up to winning standards.
